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The mission of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Economic Research Service (ERS) is to provide public and
private decisionmakers with economic and related social sci-
ence information and analysis that helps them achieve five
key goals:
• a globally competitive agricultural production system

• a safe and secure food production system

• a healthy and well-nourished public

• harmony between agriculture and the environment

• enhanced economic opportunity and quality of life for 
rural Americans

The ultimate beneficiaries of ERS programs are the American
people, whose well-being is improved by informed public and
private decisionmaking.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sex-
ual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202)
720-5964 (voice and TDD). 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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America's Changing Appetite:
Food Consumption and 
Spending to 2010
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Population Growth and
Demographic Change, 1980-2020
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New Health Information is
Reshaping Food Choices
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Changing Consumer Demands
Create Opportunities for
U.S. Food System
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Food Product Introductions
Continue to Decline in 2000
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Innovation by Food Companies
Key to Growth and Profitability
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Farm Business Practices
Coordinate Production with
Consumer Preferences
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U.S. Food Sector Linked
to Global Consumers
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Electric Market Restructuring:
Issues for Rural America 
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Small Town Development in
China: A 21st Century Challenge
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Economic Strain and Community
Concerns in Three Meatpacking
Communities
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Expenditures on Children
by Rural Families
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Macroeconomic Trends:
U.S. Economy in Recovery,
Although Rural Areas Still
Affected by Recession
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Employment and Unemployment:
Rural Employment Turned Down 
in 2001 as Unemployment
Continued to Climb
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Rural Updates:

Food and Fiber System
Employment and Value
Added: Food and Fiber System
Important Part of Economy
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Economic Activity Triggered by
Food and Agricultural Trade: Food
and Agricultural Exports
Increased in 2000 at a Greater
Rate Than Imports, Reversing
5-Year Trend
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2002 Farm Bill

No time 

to read 

the Farm 

Bill cover 

to cover? 

A side-by-side 
comparison of 
old and new 
farm legislation 
is available on
USDA's Economic 
Research Service 
website. 

On the special ERS farm bill web page:

Side-by-side comparison of the 2002 Farm Bill with 1996-2001 
farm legislation,  title by title 
Economic implications of selected Farm Bill provisions
Glossary of farm policy terms 
Links to ERS background research 
Updating of the site as new analysis proceeds
      

A summarized, substantive resource on the  
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002

Access this time-saving reference at:
www.ers.usda.gov/features/farmbill

Visit the USDA website for a gateway to 
further information on the Farm Bill and on 
implementation across USDA agencies, 
including a summary of the bill's highlights. 
www.usda.gov/farmbill

AnalysisComparison

/features/farmbill
/farmbill
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Find the latest ERS outlook reports on the web at:www.ers.usda.gov/publications/outlookreports.htm
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ERSnippets

Also Off Press

������&���
������	 Food Assistance
Landscape report looks at recent food
assistance trends, and ongoing ERS food
assistance research related to the determi-
nants and prevention of childhood obesity.
View Volume 1, Number 1, March 2002 on
the ERS website at:
www.ers.usda.gov/publications/
landscape/vol1nu1.pdf

World Food Summit. At the 1996 World
Food Summit, the United States and 185
other countries committed to halving the
number of undernourished people in the
world by 2015. Each country agreed to
develop a national plan of action and to
report periodically on progress made
toward this goal. On June 10-13, 2002,
countries assembled again in Rome for the
"World Food Summit Five Years After"
conference. They looked at the reality of
chronic food insecurity and the continuing
challenges to meeting the original World
Food Summit goal. 

Two new ERS publications provide current
assessments of U.S. and global food securi-
ty. These publications are part of an active
research program on food security, which
can be accessed through the ERS Food
Security in the United States and the
Global Food Security briefing rooms.
Access these publications on the ERS
website at:
www.ers.usda.gov/Features/
WorldFoodSummit/

/publications/outlookreports.htm
/publications/landscape/vol1nu1.pdf
/Features/WorldFoodSummit/
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How can we make ERS Information more useful to you?

Do you want to keep receiving a PRINTED copy of ERS Information?

ERS Information is posted on the web each month. Do you want to

receive  e-mail notices announcing the web publication of ERS Information?

My e-mail address is 

I am particularly interested in news about:

� Crops � Farm policy
� Food assistance and nutrition � Environmental issues
� Livestock/dairy/poultry � Farm structure/income
� Food safety � Rural development
� Food prices and markets � Trade
� Biotechnology � International agriculture
� Agricultural chemicals

ERS Information would be more useful to me if it

Please FAX your responses to (202) 694-5638, E-MAIL them to ERSINFO@ers.usda.gov, or MAIL to:

Economic Research Service
1800 M Street, NW, Rm. S 2015

Washington, DC 20036
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Thanks to those who responded last month. If you haven’t yet done so, please respond to the
following questions to help us improve the content and delivery of ERS Information.


